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Negative concord

- A classical parameter: +/- NC languages

o +NC: Italian, Russian, Greek...

o -NC: German, Dutch...



English

1. 1 didn’t see nothing.

2. | didn’t speak to nobodly.



English

1. 1 didn’t see nothing.

2. | didn’t speak to nobodly.

o “nonstandard” English: +NC

o “standard” English: -NC



What kind of variation?

o Macroparametric: all/no heads of category X bears F

Dutch: no iNeg or uNeg Italian: INeg and uNeg
PN A
vP NegP
N RN

niet ... niemand ... NONNgg - NESSUNOuNeg. -



What kind of variation?

o Microparametric: subset of X heads bear F
» Some Ds bear uNeg, others don't

Nonstandard English Standard English
uNegon D no uNeg on D
TP TP
AN N
NegP ngf
RN
Neg vP Neg vP

NOtiNeg .. nothingneg. - - NOtiNeg ... Nothing...



What kind of variation?

o Exponence: variation in inventory of spellout rules

» Optionally realise any as no (Ladusaw 1992, Blanchette 2015)

[DP D nec -thing NP] -> anything StE

-> nothing dialects

»much more ‘surfacey’



What kind of variation?

o Macroparametric:
NC with all n-words

o Exponence:

NC subject to lexical variation
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Rates of NC production (overall)

o Buckie, NE: 57% (Smith & Holmes-Elliot to appear)

- Glasgow, central: 8%  (Childs 2017)

> Not all or nothing, contra macroparametric view



Three distinct systems?

- Buckie: high NC rates, uNeg on all n-words
- Glasgow: low NC rates, uNeg on nothing only

o StE (inc GT): no NC, no Neg as formal feature



What kind of variation?

o Microparametric:
> No NC in StE
> neg-NPIl and NC syntax distinct

o Exponence:
> StE has NC ‘underlyingly’
> neg-NPIl and NC syntax the same




Squatitives (Horn 2001)

3. He knows jackshit/fuck all.

4. He doesn’t know jackshit/fuck all.

NC-syntax in “non-NC” dialects



NC and squatitives

- Only licensed by negation

5. *Did he say fuck all?
6. *The last person to say fuck all was John.  Gla

7. *Did he say nihin?
8. * The last person to say nihin was John Bck

All OK on NQ reading



NC and squatitives

- Neg-raising
9. I don’t think he brought jackshit. Gla, USE...

10. I dinna think he brought nihin. Bck



NC and squatitives

- Neg-raising
11. *I didn’t say he brought jackshit. Gla, USE

12. "I dinna say he brought nihin. Bck



NC and squatitives

- Absolutely-modification
13. He knows absolutely fuck all about this. Gla

14. He kens absolutely nihin aboot this. Bck



NC and squatitives

- Absolutely-modification
15. *He doesn’t know absolutely fuck all about this.  Gla

16. *He disna ken absolutely nihin aboot this. Bck



NC and squatitives

- Negative spread
17. Nobody said fuck all. Gla

18. Naebody said nihin. Bck



NC and squatitives

- Negative spread
19. Nobody said fuck all except John.

20. ??Nobody except John said fuck all. Gla



NC and squatitives

- Negative spread
21. Naebody said nihin except John.

22. ??Naebody except John said nihin. Bck



NC and squatitives

- "Non-NC” dialects have iNeg on —n’t and uNeg on squat

- Difference between squatitives and regular n-words:
o N-words alternate with any-forms

o squatitives don’t have NPI-counterparts



NC as a spellout rule

- All dialects: different probabilities for no-form

> Buckie: [DP Dneg-thing] -> nihin
-> onyhin

> Glasgow: [DP Dneg-thing] -> nohin
-> anyhin

> StE: [DP Dneg-thing] -> nothing

63%
37%

8%
92%

0%

-> anything 100%



NC systems and locality

- Different dialects show different locality properties

- These parallel locality restrictions of NPI types



NC systems and locality

- Tayside, Fife: no NC across a finite clause boundary

23. *| dinnah think he brought nothing. Tayside



NC systems and locality

- Buckie: NC across neg-raising predicate OK

24. | dinna think he brought nihin.

25. He disna think you brought nihin. Bck



NC systems and locality

- AAVE: NC across non-neg-raising predicate OK, and
even into relative clauses. NOT possible in Bck or Fife.

26. He ain’t say that nobody was eating with no college
president. (Martin & Wolfram 1998)

27. It ain't no cat can’t get in no coop. (Labov 1972)



NC systems and locality

- NC systems tied to different ‘strengths’ of NPI (zwarts 1998)

> Weak: unbounded
> Strong: clausebound except for neg-raisers
> Superstrong: strictly clausebound  (van der wouden 1997)

o Multiple kinds of NPI any, some spelling out as no
(see Krifka 1995 on any, Deprez 2012 on NC)



What kind of variation?

o Macroparametric
NC all or nothing

o Microparametric
neg-NPIl and NC syntax distinct

o Exponence

neg-NPIl and NC syntax the same

= no forms as exponents of different species of
any can describe the variation
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