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Lexicalism

• Lexicalist theories  of  1980s  (e.g.  Klavans 1982,  Zwicky
1982):  clear  clitic v  affix  distinction

ØAffixation:  in  the  lexicon

ØCliticization:   in  the  syntax,  post-­word  formation

ØAffixation  feeds  morphology,  cliticization doesn’t

ØModular  distinction



Non-­lexicalist  morphology  

• Subsequent   theories  (e.g.  Halle  and  Marantz  1993):  

ØNo  lexical  word-­formation;;  affixation  in  the  syntax

ØCliticization also  sensitive  to  syntax;;  done   in  syntax  
or  perhaps  post-­syntactically

ØNo  clear  modular  clitic/affix  distinction



Zwicky  &  Pullum  (1983)

• A classic  case  that  draws  a  clear  clitic/affix  distinction,  
using  several  criteria  (selectivity,  idiosyncrasies,  gaps,  stacking,  feeding  syntax)

ØEnglish  contracted  auxiliaries   (’ve  etc):   clitic

ØEnglish  contracted  negation  (n’t):         affix



Scots  negation

Scots  also  has  largely  regular  –nae for  contracted  negation  
([nəә]   in  Tayside,  NE  and  some  parts  of  the  Highlands;;  [ne]  elsewhere)

1. 1.  He  doesnae like  that.
2. 2.  She  cannae see  you.  
3. 3.  We  didnae see  you.  
4. 4.  They  arenae ready.  

isnae,  wasnae,  werenae,  havenae,  hasnae,
couldnae,  shouldnae,  wouldnae,  amnae…



Weir  (2007)

• Scots  contracted  negation  shows  a  clitic/affix  distinction

Ø -­n’t is  an  affix

ØScots-­specific  –na(e)  is  a  clitic

ØOne  reason:  the  two  differ  wrt feeding  movement

5.  Didn’t  he  like  it?  

6.  *Didnae he  like  it?



Dialectal  variation

• Weir  presents  data  from  one  variety  of  Dundee  Scots

• When  we  look  at  distinct  Scots  dialects  we  see  it’s  not  
so  simple



Dialectal  variation

• Idiosyncratic  forms

• Idiosyncratic  gaps

• Idiosyncratic  attachment





The  atlas

o 127  complete  locations  across  Scotland

o two  participants   in  18-­25  age  group,  two  in  65+  group

o 545  speakers  in  total

o judgment  questionnaire  

o recorded  conversations,  fully  text-­to-­sound  aligned



Idiosyncratic  forms

• Just  like  –n’t,  -­nae has  irregular  forms  in  some  dialects

5.  I  daa/dae ken. ‘I  don’t  know’ east,  Borders

6.  I  caa mind.   ‘I  can’t  remember’ NE,  Fife,  Borders

7.  He  winna(e)   like  that.   ‘He  won’t  like  that’ NE,  Fife,  Borders

8.  I  ø-­na ken  him.     ‘I  don’t  know  him’ NE

9.  I  ø-­na been  there. ‘I’ve  not  been  there’ NE



Idiosyncratic  gaps

• Just  like  –n’t,  -­nae has  seemingly  arbitrary  gaps

Ø -­n’t has  amn’t gap

Ø In  Glasgow  there’s  the  dinnae (don’t)  gap



I  didnae see  you
Accepted  by  two  or  more  participants



I  dinnae like  coffee
Accepted  by  two  or  more  participants



Idiosyncratic  attachment

• -­na can  attach  outside  clitic auxes,  but  only  in  NE  dialects

10.  I’dna heard  of  him.  

11.  We'vena been  for  six  year.

12.  He’sna been  there.    

cf.  13.  *I’dn’t heard  of  him



Contracted  negation  with  
contracted  aux
Fraserburgh

KB:  fitt div  you  call  it,  he  sometimes  comes  round–
the  last  time  that  I  heard  he  was  round  er c-­-­
he  was  round  seeing  [name],  his  wife  does  two  
shoe  boxes,    ken,  for  the  kirk?    

DB:  oh  right  aye  aye  
KB:  and  he  aie comes  round  with  [name],  she– [name]  aie does  two  

shoe  boxes      
DB:  aye      
KB:  but  I’dna heard  of  him  being  round      
DB:  no  aye  
KB:  for  a  filey

a  filey a  while                                aie always                                    fitt what



Idiosyncratic  attachment

• -­na attaches  to  pronouns  when  aux  is  zero  (Smith  2001)

8.  I  ø-­na ken  him.     NE

9.  I  ø-­na been  there. NE



Northeast  dialect

• -­na in  the  NE  dialect  shows  mixed  properties:

ØAffix:  higher  number  of  idiosyncratic   forms

ØClitic:  attaches  to  clitic auxes and  pronouns



Affixhood  of  –na(e)  in  six  representative  dialects
A

selectiveness
B
gaps

C
irregulars

E
feed  mvt

F
resist attaching  

to  clitics

Buckie (NE) ✕ ✕ ✔ ✕ ✕

Dundee  (E) ✔ ✕ ✔ ✕ ✔

Edinburgh ✔ ✔ ✔ ✕ ✔

Glasgow ✔ ✔ ✕ ✕ ✔

Glenrothes
(E)

✔ ✔ ✔ ✕ ✔

Hawick
(S)

✔ ✕ ✔ ✕ ✔

Dundee
–n’t

✔ ✕ ✔ ✔ ✔



I’m  coming  with  you,  amn’t  I?  
Accepted  by  2+  speakers

Map  1



Feeding  movement?  

• Weir:  -­na(e)  doesn’t  invert  so  is  clitic-­like

14.  *Arenae you  leaving?  



Feeding  movement?  

• But  it  does  invert  in  imperatives

15.  Dinnae you  be  daft!   Eastern  Scots

• Some  negative  morphemes  are  only  found  in  inversion  
contexts,  e.g.  Glasgow  Scots  -­int

16.  John  would  like  that,  wint he?  

17.  *He  wint like  that.   Glasgow,  NE  Scots



Summary

• –na(e)  varies  in  clitic/affix-­hood  across  dialects

• Some  clitic-­like  properties  stable  across  most  dialects  

• Some  affix-­like  properties  stable  across  most  dialects

• Most  clitic-­like  –na(e)  feeds  suppletion

ØCategorial/modular   distinction  seems  unwarranted



A  unified  account

• -­n’t and  -­na(e)  are  NegP specifiers which  cliticize

• Cliticization:  postsyntactic prosodic   incorporation  which  
feeds  later  cycle  of  Vocabulary  Insertion  (cf.  Arregi &  Nevins  2012)

• Cliticization and  affixation  both  feed  VI

• Idiosyncrasies:  stored  spellout rules  for  certain  X-­Neg
combinations



Bonus:  solves  a  Mirror  Principle  problem

• Pollock  (1989):  -­n’t is  head  of  NegP,  below  TP

• But  –n’t occurs  outside tense  and  agreement

13.  John  do-­es-­n’t know.  
14.  John  ha-­d-­n’t realized.  

• Problem  if  verbs  raise  through  affixal Neg head,  but  no  
problem  if  –n’t attaches  by  cliticization after  verb  raising



scotssyntaxatlas.ac.uk | @ScotsAtlas 

Thanks!
Thanks  also  to  the  project  developer  Brian  Aitken,  the  project  RAs  Derek  
Henderson  and  Jac  Mantle,  and  the  many  transcribers  and  fieldworkers.



Cliticness  of  –na(e)  in  six  representative  dialects
A

selectiveness
B
gaps

C
irregulars

E
feed  mvt

F
attach  to  clitics

Buckie (NE) ✔ ✔ ✕ ✔ clitic

Dundee  (E) ✕ ✔ ✕ ✔ ✕

Edinburgh ✕ ✕ ✕ ✔ ✕

Glasgow ✕ ✕ ✔ ✔ ✕

Glenrothes
(E)

✕ ✕ ✕ ✔ ✕

Hawick
(S)

✕ ✔ ✕ ✔ ✕

Dundee
–n’t

✕ ✔ ✕ ✕ ✕


